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MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU, OCTOBER 5, 1972 


1. President Nixon has asked me to see you urgently on his behalf. 

I* 

2. President Nixon wishes me to say that he is extraordinarily 
disappointed by your reaction to our negotiating proposals and 
strategy. The position which you and other members of your govern- 
ment have taken in opposition to. these proposals has made immensely 
more difficult our joint effort to move in negotiations in a way that 
would assure a non- communist structure in South Viet-Nam. 

3. As General Haig mentioned, we have had two objectives in our 
negotiations: a) To assure that any solution will provide for a 
continuance of the GVN and that it will be in control of the realities 
of power; and b) to be able to conduct the talks. We think that our 


counter-proposals will assure that the realities of power will re- 


main in the hands of the GVN and ensure its survival. 

4. We have no alternative but to proceed with the private meeting 
scheduled to begin on Sunday, October 8. We will make a major 
effort to concentrate on those elements of the package - the security 

4 * 

aspects - that are not in dispute between us. We will deal very 
specifically with the military provisions with the intention of obtain- 


ing reciprocal assurances .of withdrawals from Laos, Cambodia, 
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and South Viet-Nam. Since we do not expect the meeting to 
succeed, we hope to have a basis for continuing our course. If 
the results of the meeting are sufficient to justify Dr. Kissinger's 
coming to Saigon, he will do so, but in any case he will make an 
immediate report on it for transmittal" to you. 

5. The President wishes me to say that a public confrontation 

between us in his view would lead to complete disaster. Our 

* ■ 

only option in that event would be a unilateral disengagement. 

The President also wishes me to reiterate what Dr. Kissinger 
said in explaining our strategy when he was here in August, that 
our concern is not with the effects on our election, but with build- 
ing a platform - creating a position - which will enable us to take 
the kind of action we want in the post-election period. If there 
is a public confrontation with us now it will make it absolutely 
impossible even to maintain the present level of our military action 
after the election, much less to step it up. Such a development 
could only result in negating ten years of effort and the lives of 
thousands which have been devoted to securing the future we have 
both sought. 

6. We must now seek ways in which to harmonize our views if 
we are to be in position in the future to conduct the war. The 
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risks which President Nixon has taken to assure support for his 
Viet-Nam policy, including bombing and mining, have been very 
great. It has taken both courage and skill on his part to accom- 
plish this. As General Haig emphasized, the fact is that support 
for President Nixon is derived not from the fact that Americans 
have changed their mind about the war, but that in spite of it he 

was able to go to Peking and Moscow, which has persuaded the 

* 

great majority of the American people that he can bring about a 
more peaceful world. • 
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